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“There are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit.”

| Cor. 12:4

Learn more at gbhem.org.
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Local Pastor

Help lead church ministries and
share God's love with neighbors
through words and actions.

Serves the local church or charge to inspire
the laity to deeper commitment to Christ.

Consecrated and commissioned to a
lifelong full-time vocational ministry
of love, justice, and service in a

church-related or helping profession.

Provides congregational leadership
as part of a ministry team under the
supervision of a clergypersan.

Specially trained and approved for
a ministry specialty.

Serves in Christ's name around the world
in a range of activities and professions,

Word, Service, Compassion, and
Justice. Interrelates worship with
service to God in the world.

Word, Service, Sacrament, and Order.
Orders the church for spiritual growth
and community outreach.

Licensed for pastoral ministry or chaplaincy.
Performs the usual duties of a paster only
within the appointment.




P Prayer and worship

b Visit the hospitalized or homebound
» Committee participation

» Lead small groups

b Teach Sunday school

b Teaching
b Preaching

» Community ministry
» Health & wellness
» Education

P Preaching
} Providing care

b Christian education
» Children's ministry
P Ministry with people with disabilities

b Pastors

» Educators

b Congregational and leadership developers

P Regional coordinators for United Methodist
Committee on Relief

P Social services and advocacy

b Age-level spiritual development

b Chaplaincy

b Church-related or ecumenical agencies

p Parish pastor

p Chaplaincy

p Church-related or ecumenical agencies
b Social services and advocacy

b Preaching and teaching
» Worship leadership
» Presiding over the sacraments where appointed

P Help with service ministries
like fond pantries

P Advocate for the poor
or marginalized

b Attend mission trips

b And much more

» Organization
» Other ministries

b Social services
b Other ministries

b Assisting in program |
P Serving as a witness t
community

b Music
p Spiritual formation
b Other ministries

b Agriculturalists

» Health coordinators
b Doctors

b Other ministries

b Worship leadership

b Educator

» Denomination-wide service
b Other ministries

» District superintendent

P Bishop

b Denomination-wide
service

p Pastoral care
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$ o people tell you that you have

\ o leadership skills? Do they trust you
/. for guidance in their faith journeys?

Are some encouraging you to pursue
ordained ministry? Do you sense God
beckoning you to a lifetime of serving
and leading God’s people?

God may be calling you into or-
dained ministry.

The first thing to do is to listen
prayerfully. Next, start talking with

BECOMING ~
A CERTIFIED
CANDIDATE -

CANDIDACY -

(lasts one to 12 years)

DINATION

people who know you, particularly
clergy.

“Read the book The Christian as
Minister and discuss it with a deacon
or pastor,” says the Rev. Meg Lassiat,
director of candidacy, mentoring and
conference relations for the Gener-
al Board of Higher Education and
Ministry. “It’s one way to learn more
about what (ordained) ministry really
entails, and what the possibilities are

Read The Christian as Minister »
(www.cokesbury.com). »
Be a member of a United Methodist congre-

gation or United Methadist ministry setting for »
at least a year.

Receive approval from your church and talk

to your district superintendent about starting
candidacy.

Begin or continue the graduate education
requirements.

Meet with your mentor regularly and the
district committee annually.

For elder’s orders (parish pastor or military
or ather chaplaincy), complete a Master

of Divinity degree at a school approved for
preparing United Methodist clergy. See the
complete list at www.gbhem.org/ seminaries.
For deacon’s orders (ministries of compas-
sion and justice advocacy, parish ministry

COMMISSIONING

MEMBERSHIP

{lasts two to eight years)

Complete at least half of your education.

(Some annual conferences reguire candidates »
to finish their education.)

Ask for the district committee on ordained

ministry's recommendation for commissioning

CALLED THROUGH BAPTISM

— especially for The United Methodist
Church.”

In addition, visit the website www.
explorecalling.org/am-i-called.

Your pastor or campus chaplain
can help you contact your district
superintendent who will help you
determine if you are ready to start the
process toward candidacy.

Participate in candidacy mentoring.

Meet with the district committee on ordained
ministry to tell them about your sense of call.
If the district committee determines you are
ready to move forward, it will consider you for

certified candidacy.

specialists such as Christian educators or
ministers of music, non-military chaplaincy
and more}, complete a master’s degree in
divinity or theology or a master's in a spe-
cialty plus the Basic Graduate Theological
Studies courses required of all clergy.

into provisional membership.

If approved by your district committee, meet
with the conference Board of Ordained Minis-
try and complete its requirements (Interview,
written work, other).

Receive license for your ministry track {deacon or elder).

PROVISIONAL -

Serve in a place of ministry as appointed by the bishop.

Participate in a residency-in-ministry curriculum with

other provisional members.

Undergo examination by the Board of Crdained Ministry (Interview, written work, criminal back-
ground and credit checks, and other requirements as established by the conference board).




